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ADVERSE  COURT  ROIINGS 
^  CUT  LINE  STRATEGY  WINS 

★  ten-year  r.e.a.  urged 

★  T.V.A.  BUDGET  DOUBIED 

★  WESTINGHOUSE  JUBILEE 


OUR  OBJECTIVES  ARE  ALIKE! 


E  greet  the  electric-service  companies  of  America  on  this  page  in 
this  new  medium  of  trade  literature.  We  invite  utility  management  to  sit  down  with  us,  figur¬ 
atively  speaking,  around  this  table  for  a  few  minutes  biweekly  to  discuss  various  phases  of 
our  major  objective-  -providing  more  kilowatt-hours  for  more  people  at  lower  cost. 

We  both  realize,  for  example,  that  new  building  or  extension  programs  must  soon  follow  these 
all-time  winter  peaks;  that  the  guality  of  the  service  provided  must  be  at  least  as  good  as  in 
the  past,  but  at  decidedly  lower  costs.  Your  engineers  have  the  answer.  Studying  and  working 
with  us  in  the  last  few  years,  they  have  helped  us  develop  such  new  eguipment  as  small, 
"packaged,"  unit  substations,  pole-type  regulators,  pole-type  capacitors,  etc.,  that  will  enable 
you  to  provide  excellent  continuity  of  service,  and  a  high  standard  of  voltage  regulation,  at 
fixed  charges  that  are  astoundingly  low. 

We  suggest  that  you  ask  your  engineers  now  for  reports  on  the  load  and  voltage  conditions  on 
all  your  feeders,  and  for  their  recommendations  as  to  economical  improvements.  We  invite  you 
to  meet  with  us  here  again  a  fortnight  hence.  General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady  N.  Y. 
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Two  rulings  favor  government  in  holding  company  fight  .  .  ,  Connecticut  Power’’ s  severed 
line  strategy  wins  exemption  .  .  .  T,V,A,’s  budget  doubled  for  1937  fiscal  year  .  .  .  Two 
ten-year  R,E,A,  bills  introduced  .  .  .  Westinghouse  company  celebrates  its  fiftieth  birthday 


Utilities  Set  Back 
by  Two  Decisions 

Government  wins  stay  in  seven  suits  filed 
in  District  of  Columbia  —  Order  helps 
federal  authorities  in  effort  to  confine 
test  to  Bond  &  Share  case 

Federal  authorities  this  week  won  two 
preliminary  skirmishes  in  the  far-flung 
holding  company  litigation.  The  more 
important  expedites  the  government’s 
efforts  to  confine  the  test  to  its  chosen 
suit  against  Electric  Bond  &  Share  and 
afiBliates.  This  victory  was  won  in  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  Supreme  Court,  where 
Justice  Jennings  Bailey  signed  an  order 
staying  proceedings  in  the  seven  impor¬ 
tant  suits  seeking  to  enjoin  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Exchange  Commission  from 
forcing  these  companies  to  register  under 
the  Public  Utility  Act  of  1935.  The  court 
demanded,  however,  that  there  be  dili¬ 
gent  prosecution  of  the  test  case  chosen 
hy  the  government. 

The  plea  for  the  stay  had  been  pressed 
personally  by  Attorney-General  Homer  S. 
Cummings,  while  the  utilities  accused  the 
government  of  dilatory  tactics  and  at¬ 
tempting  to  force  the  constitutionality 
test  on  a  hand-picked  and  not  entirely 
representative  suit.  The  government 
countered  that  the  utilities  were  trying  to 
fog  the  issue  with  a  multiplicity  of  suits, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  companies  had 
offered  to  concentrate  on  two  or  three. 

The  other  decision  favoring  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  handed  down  in  federal  court 
in  New  York,  set  aside  service  of  sub¬ 
poenas  on  members  of  the  S.E.C.  in  the 
suits  brought  by  Consolidated  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  United  Corporation  and  several 
other  plaintiffs. 

Another  phase  of  the  litigation  came 
up  in  Wilmington,  where  the  govern¬ 
ment  asked  dismissal  of  the  suits  of 
Commonwealth  &  Southern  and  others. 
Counsel  for  the  company  filed  a  supple¬ 
mental  hill  naming  Attorney-General 
Cummings  and  Postmaster-General  James 
A.  Farley  as  defendants.  The  company’s 
action  came  after  it  had  charged  the  two 
Cnliinet  officers  with  attempting  to  block 


a  fair  test  of  the  act.  The  basis  for  this 
was  the  government’s  effort  to  oust  the 
suit  on  the  contention  that  neither  the 
Attorney-General  nor  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  attempting  to  exact  penalties 
prescribed  by  the  law  and  that,  con¬ 
sequently,  Commonwealth  &  Southern 
has  no  grounds  to  sue. 

• 

Reports  Required 
on  Utility  Holdings 

Rules  under  which  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  utility  companies  which  registered 
under  the  Public  Utility  Act  of  1935 
will  be  required  to  list  their  holdings  of 
securities,  either  stocks  or  bonds,  in  their 
companies  and  subsidiaries  were  an¬ 
nounced  this  week  by  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission.  Changes  in  hold¬ 
ings  also  must  be  reported,  the  commis¬ 
sion  ruled. 

The  forms  for  these  reports  are  simi¬ 
lar  to  those  in  use  for  industrial  officers’ 
and  directors’  reports. 


Read 

the  News  Weekly 

The  biweekly  News  Edition  of 
Electrical  World  makes  its  ap¬ 
pearance  with  this  number.  This 
news  supplement,  which  will  go  to 
all  Electrical  W  orld  subscribers 
free  of  charge  on  the  intervening 
Saturdays  between  the  regular 
issues,  will  make  available  last- 
minute  developments  in  the  na¬ 
tional  capital  through  Electrical 
World’s  Washington  bureau  and 
will  present  all  electrical  indus¬ 
try  news  gleaned  by  an  enlarged 
staff  of  correspondents  in  lead¬ 
ing  cities  throughout  the  country. 
This  augmented  and  weekly  news 
service  reflects  the  efforts  of  the 
editorial  staff  to  improve  service 
to  readers. 


Two  Bills  Propose 
10-Year  R.E.A.  Plan 

Measures  in  Senate  and  House  would 
provide  $100,000,000  a  year  for  loans 
to  public  bodies  for  rural  lines  —  Pri¬ 
vate  companies  excluded  from  benefits 

Similar  bills  placing  the  rural  electri¬ 
fication  activities  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  upon  a  permanent  basis,  and 
authorizing  the  annual  expenditure  over 
a  ten-year  period  of  $100,000,000  for  this 
purpose,  have  been  introduced  into  both 
houses  of  Congress  by  Senator  George 
W.  Norris  of  Nebraska  and  Representa¬ 
tive  Sam  Rayburn  of  Texas. 

The  two  bills  differ  only  in  minor  de¬ 
tails.  Both  provide  for  the  creation  of 
a  new  “Rural  Electrification  Administra¬ 
tion”  to  take  over  the  duties  of  the 
present  agency  created  by  executive  order 
May  11,  1935,  and  headed  by  an  admin¬ 
istrator  appointed  for  a  nine-year  term 
at  $10,000  a  year.  It  will  extend  power 
loans  to  local  governmental  units,  farm 
co-operatives  and  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tions,  but  not  to  privately-owned  utility 
companies,  to  finance  the  construction 
and  operation  of  generating  plants,  trans¬ 
mission  lines  and  distribution  systems. 
Of  the  $100,000,000  annual  appropria¬ 
tion,  $70,000,000  will  be  allotted  to  the 
various  states  on  the  basis  of  unserved 
farms;  the  remaining  $30,000,000  may  be 
placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trator,  with  a  limit  of  $3,000,000  in  any 
single  state.  In  addition,  the  bills  auth¬ 
orize  annual  appropriations  of  $5,000,000 
for  administrative  expenses. 

Wiring  and  appliance  loans  also  are 
contemplated. 

Approval  of  two  more  Rural  Electri¬ 
fication  Administration  loans  were  re¬ 
ported  from  Ohio  and  South  Carolina 
this  week,  the  two  totaling  $790,000  to 
build  more  than  700  miles  of  line.  The 
Logan  County  Co-operative  Power  and 
Light  Association  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 
stated  that  it  had  received  $225,000  for 
215  miles  of  line  to  serve  850  farm  cus¬ 
tomers  in  Logan  County,  buying  power 
at  wholesale  from  the  Bellefontaine  mu- 
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Achievements  of  50  Years 
Recalled  by  Westinghouse 

Robertson  speaks  before  12,000  in  Pittsburgh  and  40,000  other  em> 
ployees  throughout  the  world  “listen  in”  to  company’s  short-wave 
broadcast  of  golden  jubilee  ceremonies 


nicipal  plant.  The  co-operative  proposes 
to  charge  $5.70  for  the  first  100  kw.-hrs. 

Further  rural  electrification  activity  in 
Ohio  took  the  form  of  an  organized  fight 
by  farm  interests  in  five  counties  where, 
the  prime  movers  contend,  the  utilities 
have  blocked  proposed  lines  by  their 
wholesale  rates.  Harry  A.  West  of  Lees¬ 
burg  has  been  named  temporary  presi¬ 
dent. 

The  South  Carolina  Rural  Electrifica¬ 
tion  Authority  announced  that  R.E.A. 
had  approved  an  additional  $565,000 
loan  for  about  500  more  miles  of  line  in 
the  state.  This  would  bring  the  total  to 
date  to  $1,107,328. 

Other  rural  electrification  develop¬ 
ments  include  the  following: 

Alabama — Alabama  Power  Company  com¬ 
pletes  $25,000  16-mile  rural  line  between 
Paint  Rock  and  Gurley. 

Connecticut — A  state  commission  recom¬ 
mends  332  miles  of  rural  extensions  by  pri¬ 
vate  companies,  to  serve  1,884  customers, 
ifter  a  survey  showing  that  6,380  farms  in 
87  communities  have  no  electricity. 

Indiana — The  first  power  pole  in  a  rural 
co-operative  project  in  the  state  was  set  on 
Thursday  with  local  and  federal  officials  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  ceremony  starting  the  Boone 
County  line. 

Maryland — Frederick  County  Farm  Bu¬ 
reau  approves  plans  for  rural  electrification, 
refers  them  to  the  state  commission  with  the 
plea  that  the  private  utilities  carry  out  the 
proposals. 

Mississippi — Governor  signs  bill  to  exempt 
non-profit  farm  lines  from  taxation  for  five 
years  if  they  buy  power  from  a  public  source 
such  as  T.V.A. 

North  Carolina — Prof.  D.  S.  Weaver,  ag¬ 
ricultural  engineer,  reports  more  than  1,000 
miles  of  line  strung  in  the  last  few  months; 
954  rural  communities  were  surveyed  and 
34.000  families  interviewed. 

P.W.A.  Power  Loans 
May  Reach  Half  Billion 

Federal  hydro-electric  projects  ap¬ 
proved  now  total  22,  involving  $368,196,- 
000,  according  to  figures  compiled  by 
the  Missouri  Valley  Electric  Association. 
The  survey  declares  that  loans  to  mu¬ 
nicipalities  already  approved  total  $10.- 
053,866,  while  $17..594.682  has  been 
allocated  to  construct  plants  competing 
with  private  utilities.  An  additional 
$12,316,738  is  asked  to  improve  munici¬ 
pal  plants  and  $93,207,%!  is  pending  for 
construction  of  such  facilities,  the  asso¬ 
ciation  continues,  a  total  P.W.A.  ex¬ 
penditure,  if  all  pending  applications 
were  granted,  of  more  than  half  a  bil¬ 
lion  dollars. 

Electricity  for  Bolivia 

Development  of  a  vast  hydro-electric 
project  in  Bolivia,  utilizing  the  waters  of 
mountain-locked  Lake  Titicaca,  13,000  ft. 
above  sea  level,  is  proposed  in  an  official 
government  concession  to  Mauricio 
Hochschild,  principal  of  a  German  ore 
exporting  company.  The  value  of  the 
concession  is  put  at  $250,000,000. 


Speaking  before  Westinghouse  Elec¬ 
tric  &  Manufacturing  Company’s  12,000 
employees  Wednesday  evening  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  heard  over  the  company’s 
own  short-wave  radio  transmitter  by  its 
40,000  employees  throughout  the  world, 
A.  W.  Robertson,  chairman,  reviewed  the 
organization’s  past  achievements  and 
urged  the  same  constructive  effort  for 
the  future  in  ceremonies  celebrating 
Westinghouse’s  golden  jubilee  on  Janu¬ 
ary  8. 

“The  present  universal  use  of  alter¬ 
nating  electric  current  is  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  prophetic  vision  of 
George  Westinghouse,”  Mr,  Robertson 
declared.  He  went  on  to  list  among  the 
company’s  achievements  the  successful 
harnessing  of  Niagara  Falls,  building  of 
the  first  steam  turbine  in  America, 
pioneering  in  radio  and  recent  contri¬ 
butions  to  powering  of  stream-lined, 
high-speed  trains,  surge-proof  trans¬ 
formers  to  resist  lightning  and  the  giant 
water  gates  for  Boulder  Dam.  Mr. 
Robertson  also  pictured  the  immense 
strides  in  the  elimination  of  household 
drudgery  through  electrical  appliances 
serving  a  multitude  of  purposes — con¬ 
trasted  the  candles  of  the  generation 
preceding  Westinghouse’s  founding  50 
years  ago  with  lighting  of  today. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  introduced  by 
F.  A.  Merrick,  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  who  repeated  the  saying  that 
“every  corporation  is  the  lengthening 
shadow  of  one  man.”  He  added: 

“In  this  case  we  must  recognize  that 
thousands  of  workers  associated  with 
and  subsequent  to  George  Westinghouse 
have  been  indispensable  in  keeping  the 
shadow  clear  and  distinct  among  the 
growing  diversity  of  interests  and  the 
changing  circumstances  of  50  years. 
Among  these  thousands  one  stands  out 
pre-eminent.  .  .  .  Mr.  Robertson  per¬ 
sonifies  in  theTe  modern  surroundings  the 
spirit  of  progressiveness,  courage,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  humanity.” 

Speaking  earlier  in  the  week  in  New 
York  Mr,  Robertson  had  announced  that 
Westinghouse  earnings  for  1935  were 
about  $12,000,000,  or  $4.50  a  share. 
Volume  of  business  rose  to  $122,000,000, 
compared  with  $92,158,894  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  This  statement  was  made 
at  a  luncheon  given  by  the  company  for 
a  large  group  of  department  heads  and 
invited  guests  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
jubilee  program. 

Taking  part  in  the  Wednesday  evening 


program,  in  addition  to  the  gathering  in 
Pittsburgh,  were  about  9,000  in  Newark, 
N.  J.,  comprising  employees  from  New 
Jersey  plants.  New  York  City  and  Long 
Island. 

• 

F.P.C.  Takes  Hand 
in  State  Rate  Probe 

Pennsylvania’s  none-too-successful  ef¬ 
forts  to  dig  up  information  on  costs, 
charges  and  practices  of  the  oper¬ 
ating  affiliates  of  the  Associated  Gas  & 
Electric  System  took  an  unprecedented 
turn  when  the  Federal  Power  Commis¬ 
sion  stepped  in,  its  first  intervention  in  a 
state  rate  investigation.  Thus  the  scene 
of  the  hearings  shifts  to  Washington  in 
what  the  state  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  hails  as  “a  new  method  of  investi¬ 
gation  of  holding  company  evils.” 

Federal  aid  for  the  Pennsylvania  com¬ 
mission,  promised  previously,  will  aim 
at  digging  out  details  of  the  operating 
companies’  dealings  with  out-of-the-state 
service  companies  or  individuals  to  whom 
commissions  allegedly  were  paid.  Wide 
attention  has  focused  on  this  investiga¬ 
tion  since  lobby  hearings  following  the 
deluge  of  now  famous  telegrams  to  Con¬ 
gress  during  the  Wheeler-Rayburn  bill 
fight. 

Hydro  Project  Planned 

The  Smith  Mountain  Power  Company, 
Alexandria,  Va.,  has  applied  to  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Power  Commission  for  a  license  cov¬ 
ering  a  30,000-hp.  project  on  the 
Roanoke  river  at  Smith  Mountain.  It  is 
planned  to  build  a  165-ft.  concrete  arch 
dam.  An  application  also  has  been 
made  for  state  permission.  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company  is  W’.  G.  Waldo  of 
Washington.  R.  L.  Jenkins  of  States¬ 
ville,  N.  C.,  is  vice-president. 

F.P.C.  Prepares  Maps 

Two  maps  of  utility  systems,  one 
showing  service  areas  of  major  systems 
and  the  other  the  generating  plant«  and 
electric  transmission  lines,  are  being  pro- 
pared  by  the  Federal  Power  Commis¬ 
sion  and  will  be  available  in  a  short 
time,  it  was  announced  this  week.  Both 
are  large  and,  due  to  the  cost  of  prepara¬ 
tion,  no  free  copies  will  be  distributed. 
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$45,000,000  Set 
as  T.V.A.  Budget 

Roosevelt’s  message  reveals  plans  for 
expenditures  of  more  than  twice  those 
in  1936  fiscal  year  —  Chickamauga 
Dam  construction  to  start  at  once 


has  been  rejected  and  revised  terms  are 
being  considered.  Half  of  the  Chats 
Falls  development — that  on  the  Ontario 
side — now  belongs  to  the  province,  but 
the  Hydro-Electric  Commission  wants 
the  Quebec  half  as  well  in  its  effort  to 
build  its  own  power  supply. 


New  Suit  Filed 
Against  P.W.A. 

Ohio  Public  Service  contests  agency’s 
right  to  give  Sandusky  $1,515,000  loan 
to  build  municipal  plant  competing  with 
company’s  facilities  in  city 


Some  idea  of  the  plans  T.V.A.  has  up 
its  sleeve  is  to  be  gleaned  from  President 
Roosevelt’s  budget  message,  with  the 
agency’s  expenditures  estimated  at  $45,- 
000,000  for  the  1937  fiscal  year,  more 
than  double  the  outlay  for  the  1936 
period.  Earlier  estimates  had  been  $40,- 
000.000. 

Announcement  of  the  budget  followed 
an  official  T.V.A.  statement  that  it  has 
directed  an  immediate  start  on  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Chickamauga  Dam  in  the 
Tennessee  River,  7  miles  above  Chatta¬ 
nooga.  The  dam  is  to  be  104  ft.  high, 
5,685  ft.  long  and  will  create  a  421,000- 
acre-foot  lake  extending  60  miles  up¬ 
stream.  This  lake  will  provide  a  9  ft. 
navigation  channel  for  its  entire  length. 

The  agency  also  has  announced  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Dr.  F.  W.  Reeves  as  a  con¬ 
sultant,  a  position  which  he  will  hold 
despite  his  return  to  the  University  of 
Chicago  on  the  expiration  of  his  leave  of 
absence. 

Other  recent  T.V.A.  news  includes  the 
following: 


Union  City,  Tenn.,  may  shortly  step  out 
as  a  competitor  of  T.V.A.  The  town  has 
persistently  cold-shouldered  the  federal  proj¬ 
ect  and.  when  its  municipal  power  plant 
superintendent  declared  energy  for  rural 
distribution  could  be  made  available  in 
large  amount  at  little  extra  cost,  the  propo¬ 
sition  was  referred  to  the  local  Aldermen. 


Tennessee  Public  Service  has  run  a  rural 
line  into  the  Maynardville  territory  from 
Knox  (iounty.  The  district  recently  had 
granted  T.V.A.  a  franchise  for  such  a  rural 
line  and  talk  now  is  of  the  federal  agency 
buying  the  private  facilities. 


Two  of  T.V.A.’s  earliest  customers.  New 
Albany  and  Tupelo,  Miss.,  have  increased 
their  electric  consumption  so  much,  within 
a  little  over  a  year,  that  the  agency  is  con¬ 
structing  a  44.()00-volt  line  to  connect  them. 
The  present  line  linking  the  two  towns,  25 
miles  apart,  is  of  12.000-volt  capacity.  New 
Albany  also  will  distribute  power  to  sur¬ 
rounding  rural  territory  in  four  counties. 


McNairy.  Hardin  and  part  of  Chestei 
eounties,  Tennessee,  are  being  surveyed  for 
T.V.A.  power  with  636  customers  reported 
ready  to  “hook  up.”  More  than  102  miles 
f'l  line  is  planned.  The  towns  of  Shelby- 
'ille  and  Springfield.  Tenn.;  Macon.  Miss., 
and  Dalton,  Ga.,  all  are  seeking  T.V.A 
power. 


Ontario  Turned  Down 
1  ♦•n  Its  Chats  Falls  Bid 

I  The  Province  of  Ontario’s  first  bid  to 
I  lake  over,  either  by  lease  or  purchase, 
•he  entire  facilities  of  the  Chats  Falls 
hydro-<lectric  project  as  an  adjunct  to 
•he  contracts  replacing  those  with  the 
five  Quebec  companies  recently  canceled. 


L.  I.  Lighting  Sued, 
Salaries  Attacked 

Charges  aired  before  the  New  York 
Legislature’s  joint  investigating  commit¬ 
tee  have  resulted  in  a  stockholders’  suit 
charging  mismanagement  and  excessive 
salaries  and  demanding  an  accounting 
from  Long  Island  Lighting  Company,  its 
officers  and  several  present  and  former 
directors.  Under  particular  attack  is 
Ellis  L.  Phillips,  president,  who  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  connection  with  payments  to 
the  engineering  firm  of  E.  L.  Phillips  & 
Company. 

The  investigation  heard  charges  of 
$11,000,000  in  dividends  paid  in  nine 
years  on  a  $3,000,000  investment.  Mr. 
Phillips,  when  interviewed,  declared:  “I 
have  never  earned  an  unfair  dollar  and 
have  nothing  of  which  to  be  ashamed.” 
He  added  that  if  his  parents  were  alive 
he  thought  they  would  be  rightly  proud 
of  him. 

• 

Expansion  in  Arizona 

Associated  Gas  &  Electric  reports  plans 
to  spend  about  $75,000  to  expand  its  Saf- 
ford,  Ariz.,  plant,  install  new  transformers 
and  build  heavier  transmission  lines. 
The  recent  cut  in  rates  and  increased 
electric  appliance  sales  under  the 
F.H.A.’s  modernization  credit  plan  have 
taxed  facilities  in  the  territory  to  the 
limit. 


Despite  the  fact  that  P.W.A.  this  year 
has  a  better  idea  of  the  funds  it  has  at 
its  disposal  than  was  the  case  last  year, 
when  W.P.A.  stole  the  show,  the  part  the 
works  administration  will  play  in  the 
1936  power  picture  is  far  from  clear, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  deluge  of 
litigation  blocking  its  loans.  The  latest 
case  is  that  of  Ohio  Public  Service,  peti¬ 
tioning  a  restraining  order  to  bar  the 
$1,515,000  municipal  plant  loan  to  San¬ 
dusky,  Ohio.  The  company  asserted  that 
it  has  a  franchise  to  serve  the  city  and 
its  outskirts  and  P.W.A.  was  ordered  to 
show  cause  January  13  as  to  why  it 
should  not  be  restrained. 

How  much  P.W.A.  will  be  able  to 
spend  this  year  was  not  stipulated  in 
President  Roosevelt’s  budget  message, 
but  it  is  believed  the  agency  will  get  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  $887,963,732  public 
works  outlay — probably  more  than  $500,- 
000,000  as  previously  estimated. 

Support  for  one  of  P.W.A.’s  contro¬ 
versial  projects  blossomed  in  the  early 
days  of  the  New  Year  when  Maine’s 
Governor,  Louis  J.  Brann,  pledged  to 
support  the  Passamaquoddy  tidal  power 
project  and  assured  President  Roosevelt, 
in  a  memorial  signed  by  over  150  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  the  state,  that  the  Legis¬ 
lature  will  get  behind  the  development 
at  its  next  session. 

Other  recent  P.W.A.  news  includes  the 
following: 

Work  is  ready  to  start  on  Spokane’s  new 
$837,500  P.W.A. — financed  hydro-electric  de- 


RATE  CUT  NO  SECRET  HERE 

/ 

< 


“If  you  want  lower  rates,  use  more  electricity,”  Birmingham  (Ala.)  Elec¬ 
tric  Company  told  customers,  so  “majority  rule”  governs  its  charges.  And 
when  the  rates  go  down,  these  stream-lined,  floodlighted  billboards  are 
forceful  reminders  of  the  accomplishment. 
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velopment,  according  to  the  Public  Utilities 
Commission,  with  three  of  the  four  major 
contracts  already  let.  The  fourth  contract, 
that  for  headworks  and  gates,  is  pending. 

Unless  a  satisfactory  loan  contract  can  be 
submitted  at  once,  P.W.A.  administrator 
Harold  L.  Ickes  will  drop  plans  to  aid  the 
Augusta  Canal  Commission  and  Georgia 
Power  Company  through  the  proposed  $197,- 
000  grant  for  electrihcation  of  the  Georgia 
Canal. 

While  P.W.A.  was  approving  a  long  list 
of  municipal  power  loans,  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas,  voted  down  $1,260,000  of  power 
bonds  to  have  been  used  for  security  for  a 
federal  loan  in  like  amount.  Among  the 
cities  and  towns  approved  by  P.W.A.  recently 
for  power  loans  are  Union  Springs,  Ala., 
$.^0,800;  Seaford,  Del.,  $50,200;  lola,  Kan., 
$280,600;  Petersburg,  Ill.,  $140,000;  Dowa- 
giac,  Mich.,  $202,000;  Luveme,  Minn.,  $19,- 
700;  Moorhead,  Minn.,  $37,400;  Hutchinson. 
Minn.,  $76,000;  Fulton,  Mo.,  $^,000;  Grand 
Forks,  N.  D.,  $573,000,  and  Mandan,  N.  D., 
$3.36.000. 


Connecticut  Power 
Declared  Exempt 

The  lines  from  Massachusetts  and 
New  York  which  Connecticut  Power 
Company  severed  after  passage  of  the 
Public  Utility  Act  of  1935  apparently  did 
not  worry  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  as  the  latter  this  week  de¬ 
clared  the  utility,  headed  by  Samuel 
Ferguson,  to  be  exempt.  The  S.E.C.  held 
that  the  company  is  not  only  largely  but 
“exclusively”  intrastate  in  character. 

Moreover,  the  official  statement  noted 
that,  under  the  act,  it  was  necessary  to 
determine  “whether  there  is  a  basis  for 
finding  that  the  granting  of  the  exemp¬ 
tion  would  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest  or  tbe  interest  of  investors  or 
consumers.  We  find  no  such  basis.” 

Thus  Connecticut  Power  avoids  re¬ 
sponsibility  under  Title  I  of  the  act,  but 
the  results  of  severance  of  the  interstate 
connections  under  Title  II,  administered 
by  the  Federal  Power  Commission,  re¬ 
main  in  doubt.  The  F.P.C.  recently 
asked  the  three  states  involved  if  inter¬ 
connection  should  not  be  ordered  re¬ 
sumed,  but  all  three  state  commissions 
promptly  passed  the  buck  back  to  Wash¬ 
ington  (Electrical  World,  January  4, 
page  100). 

• 

Court  Awaits  Appeal 
in  Registration  Suit 

The  United  States  Circuit  Court  of 
.Appeals  in  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  declined  to 
rule  this  week  on  a  petition  for  an  in¬ 
junction  to  prevent  the  Utilities  Power 
&  Light  Company  from  registering  under 
the  utilities  holding  company  act  pend¬ 
ing  an  appeal  from  refusal  of  a  similar 
injunction  by  the  District  Court  at  Nor¬ 
folk,  Va.,  and  ordered  the  case  submit¬ 
ted  on  its  merits. 

Pointing  out  that  refusal  of  the  peti¬ 


tion  would  clear  the  path  for  the  com¬ 
pany  to  register,  thus  eliminating  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  plaintiffs  to  appeal  from  the 
District  Court  injunction  refusal,  Judge 
John  J,  Parker  held  that  the  entire  mat¬ 
ter  should  be  decided  at  once. 

Interests  of  Utilities, 

Public  Called  Identical 

There  is  no  conflict  of  interest  be¬ 
tween  the  utilities  and  the  public,  but 
government  attacks  which  retard  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  industry’s  facilities  are  dis¬ 
tinctly  inimical  to  public  interest,  Paul 
Clapp,  vice-president  of  Columbia  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  told  the  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Indiana  Electric  Associa¬ 
tion.  At  the  meeting  held  at  Purdue 
University  Mr.  Clapp  insisted  that  the 
utilities  spread  benefits,  including  higher 
“standards  of  living  and  increased  pro¬ 
duction,  and  are  too  vital  to  public  wel¬ 
fare  to  permit  anything  to  happen  that 
would  retard  progress.” 

• 

Dallas  to  Cut  Wire  Cost 

Regulations  which  will  reduce  the  cost 
of  underground  wires  30  per  cent  and 
upon  which  the  city  will  ask  a  $67,500 
cut  in  the  Dallas  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany’s  property  valuation  have  been 
adopted  by  Dallas,  Tex.,  according  to 
Joseph  F.  Leopold.  The  step  calls  for 
using  four-  rather  than  seven-wire 
underground  lines  in  the  future  and  re¬ 
placing  the  present  seven-wire  installa¬ 
tions,  Mr,  Leopold  declaring  that  the 
lower  valuation  may  be  translated  into  a 
rate  cut  later. 


COMING  MEETINGS 


National  Association  of  Used  Machinery 
and  £quipment  IJealers — Annual  meet¬ 
ing,  William  Penn  Hotel,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  January  18.  M.  D.  Toole,  acting 
secretary,  55  Water  St.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Canadian  Xllectrical  Association  —  Mid¬ 
winter  conference,  Montreal,  Que., 
January  23-24.  B.  C.  Fairchild,  secre¬ 
tary,  409  Power  Building,  Montreal, 
Que. 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers — Winter  convention.  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  January  28-31.  H.  H.  Henline, 
national  secretary,  33  West  39  th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation — Midwinter  meeting,  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel,  New  York,  February 
3-8.  W.  J.  Donald,  managing  di¬ 
rector,  155  East  44th  St,  New  York. 

Midwest  Power  Engineering  Conference 
— Chicago,  Ill.,  April  20-24.  G.  E. 
Pflsterer,  secretary,  308  West  Wash¬ 
ington  St,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Electrochemical  Society  —  Spring  meet¬ 
ing,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  23-25. 
Colin  G.  Fink,  secretary,  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Missouri  Association  of  Public  Utilities 
— Annual  meeting,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
April  29-May  1.  Jesse  Blythe,  as¬ 
sistant  secretary.  Merchants  Bank 
Bldg.,  101  West  High  St,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo. 


Lehman  Outlines 
His  Utility  Program 

Some  insight  into  the  utility  program 
which  Gov.  Herbert  H.  Lehman  will  urge 
upon  the  Legislature  may  be  gleaned 
from  the  message  the  New  York  chief 
executive  read  to  the  lawmakers,  em¬ 
bodying  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  Profits  should  be  shared  with  cus¬ 
tomers;  rates  must  be  reduced  as  earn¬ 
ings  increase  and  the  Public  Service  Law 
amended  so  the  commission  can  enforce 
such  a  system. 

2.  Any  customer  in  a  given  class 
should  receive  the  lowest  rate  charged 
in  that  class  to  remove  “inconsistencies,” 
but  this  should  not  be  retroactive. 

3.  Utilities  should  be  prohibited  from 
making  arrangements  with  any  corpora¬ 
tion  in  which  an  officer  or  director  is  in¬ 
terested  and  severe  penalties  provided. 
The  Governor  cited  “instances”  of 
“profitable  contracts  .  .  .  and  particularly 
cost-plus  construction  contracts  and  pur¬ 
chase  or  sale  of  securities.” 

The  Governor  made  no  reference  to 
the  Mack  joint  legislative  investigating 
committee,  which  he  is  believed  to  be 
opposed  to  continuing. 

He  did,  however,  urge  against  new 
legislation  on  three  matters  now'  in  the 
courts:  (1)  Temporary  rates  during 
hearings  on  new  rates;  (2)  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  power  to  compel  utilities  to  main¬ 
tain  continuing  property  records  for 
valuation  purposes,  and  (3)  whether 
municipal  plants  must  provide  s<*rvice 
at  cost  or  may  make  a  profit.  On  the 
first  of  these,  however,  a  bill  already 
has  been  introduced  which  asks  that  such 
temporary  rates  provide  a  reasonable 
return  on  fair  valuation  rather  than  5 
per  cent  on  original  cost  less  deprecia¬ 
tion. 

• 

New  England  Utility  Sells 
Canadian  Properties 

The  New  England  Gas  &  Electric  As¬ 
sociation,  an  affiliate  of  the  Associated 
Gas  &  Electric  System,  has  arranged  to 
sell  all  its  properties  in  Nova  Scotia  to 
interests  connected  with  the  Nova  Scotia 
Light  &  Power  Company,  Ltd.  The 
properties  involved  are  the  Annapolis 
Valley  Electric  Company,  Ltd.;  Milton 
Hydro-Electric  Company,  Ltd. ;  V  estem 
Nova  Scotia  Electric  Company,  Ltd.,  and 
Lunenburg  Gas  Company,  Ltd. 

• 

New  Steam  Plant  Opened 

Rochester  Gas  &  Electric  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  new  $1,000,000  generating  plant  at 
Brown’s  Race  and  Platt  Street  has  gone 
into  operation.  The  steam-operated  plant 
was  built  to  provide  more  efficient  power 
production  for  the  utility’s  territory  and 
has  a  capacity  of  21,000  kw. 
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New  Output  Record  for  Holiday  Weeks 
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During  the  two  holiday  weeks  the 
production  of  electrical  energy  in  central 
stations  regularly  decreases  from  the 
peak  attained  in  the  week  preceding 
Christmas  and  then  recovers  in  the  first 
full  week  in  January.  This  normal  re¬ 
cession  is  again  in  evidence.  Output 
declined  from  the  record-breaking  2,002,- 
005,000  kw.-hr.  in  the  week  ended  De¬ 
cember  21  to  1,847,264,000  kw.-hr.  in  the 
Christmas  week  and  then  rose  moder¬ 
ately  to  1,854,870,000  kw.-hr.,  according 
to  the  Edison  Electric  Institute.  This  is 
a  gain  of  11.2  per  cent  over  the  figure 


a  year  ago  and  is  10.3  per  cent  higher 
than  the  output  six  years  ago,  the  winter 
of  maximum  production  before  the  de¬ 
pression.  Despite  the  sag  the  output  was 
almost  up  to  the  1929  peak. 

Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 


■Week  ended- 


Region 

Jan.  4 

Dec.  28 

Dec.  21 

New  En^and . 

-f  9.4 

+  9.0 

-f 

9.3 

Middle  Atlantic . 

-f-10.7 

-1-  9.8 

-1- 

8.8 

Central  Industrial. . . . 

-1-12.3 

-t-13.6 

+ 

14.2 

West  Central . 

-1-12.4 

-M2. 6 

-1- 

9.4 

Southern  States . 

-t-IO.O 

-f  13.3 

11.3 

Rocky  Mountain . 

-f  18.  1 

-1-20.5 

-1- 

17.5 

Pacific  Coast . 

-f  ll.l 

-1-14.1 

-1- 

14.1 

United  States . 

-t-(1.2 

-t-11.9 

+ 

12.0 

Operations  continue  on  a  higher  level 
than  last  winter  in  all  sections  of  the 
country,  gains  exceeding  10  per  cent 
everywhere  except  in  New  England, 
where  they  were  only  slightly  smaller, 
the  Mountain  States  leading  with  18.5 
per  cent. 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 


1936 

1935 

1934 

Jan. 

4... 

1,855 

Jan. 

5... 

1,669 

Jan. 

6... 

1,564 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Dec. 

28.. 

1,847 

Dec. 

29... 

1,650 

Dec. 

30... 

1,539 

Dec. 

21.. 

2,002 

Dec. 

22... 

1,788 

Dec. 

23.. . 

1,657 

Dec. 

14.. 

1,983 

Dec. 

15... 

1,767 

Dec. 

16... 

1,644 

Dec. 

7.. 

1,970 

Dec. 

8... 

1,743 

Dec. 

9... 

1,619 

Nov. 

30.. 

1,877 

Dec. 

1... 

1,684 

Dec. 

2... 

1,554 

99,500,000,000 
Kw.-Hr.  in  1935 

Based  on  the  records  for  eleven 
months,  the  total  production  of  elec¬ 
tricity  for  public  use  during  1935  is 
estimated  at  99,500,000,000  kw.-hr.,  it  is 
stated  in  a  report  by  the  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey.  This  is  about  2  per  cent  larger 
than  the  production  in  1929. 

Production  in  November  was  8,689,- 
000,00(1  kw.-hr.,  of  which  3,247,000,000 
kw.-hr.,  or  37  per  cent,  was  generated 
from  water  power.  The  average  daily 
production  of  289,629,000  kw.-hr.  set  a 
flew  record.  It  was  about  1.5  per  cent 
larger  than  in  October,  against  a  nor¬ 
mal  rise  of  0.6  per  cent,  and  14  per  cent 
larger  than  in  November,  1934. 


The  quantities  reported  by  the  Survey 
are  based  on  the  operation  of  all  power 
plants  producing  10,000  kw.-hr.  or  more 
per  month,  engaged  in  generating  elec¬ 
tricity  for  public  use,  including  plants 
for  electric  traction,  public  works  plants 
and  others  in  addition  to  central  stations, 
both  commercial  and  municipal. 

Regional  changes  are  shown  in  the 
accompanying  table.  Some  states  far 


Regional  Gains  Over  19.34,  per  Cent 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

United  States . 

-MO 

-l-ll 

-f  14 

-1- 

13 

-f 

14 

New  En^and . 

Middle  Atlantic. . . 

-f  10 

-f  7 

-1-16 

-f 

14 

-1- 

10 

-i-io 

-f  9 

+ 

8 

-1- 

10 

E.  No.  Central. . . . 

-f  12 

-M4 

-1- 

18 

4- 

18 

W.  No.  Central.. . . 

-M5 

-f  II 

-f  16 

-4- 

II 

-1- 

19 

South  .\tlantic. . . . 

+  8 

-M8 

-1-25 

-i- 

19 

-f 

23 

E.  So.  Central . 

-f  21 

-1-  3 

-1-13 

0 

-1- 

1 

W.  So.  Central. . . . 

-+-  6 

-f  6 

■f  8 

-1- 

9 

-f 

II 

Mountain . 

-f36 

-f4l 

-f  40 

-f 

22 

-(- 

15 

Pacific . 

+  6 

+  9 

-f  II 

-1- 

12 

-H 

14 

outran  their  regional  averages.  For 
example,  Arkansas  gained  140  per  cent 
over  November,  1934. 


Professor  Offers 
Argument  on  Light 

Just  what  is  the  right  light  intensity 
for  reading  comes  in  for  some  argument 
from  Dr.  Miles  A.  Tinker,  psychology 
profe.ssor  at  the  University  of  Minne¬ 
sota,  who  contends  that  an  illumination 
of  10  to  15  ft.-candles  for  home  or  office 
reading  lamps  is  sufficient;  less  is  detri¬ 
mental,  more  is  unnecessary  and  some¬ 
times  harmful.  Many  recent  recommen¬ 
dations  have  been  for  from  25  to  100  ft.- 
candles  for  such  purposes,  but  Dr. 
Tinker  contends  there  is  too  much  glare. 
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Utility  Stocks  and  Bonds  Advance 


1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  Jan.  Feb.  Mar  Apr  May  June  July 

1936 


1929  1930*1931  1932  1933  1934  JFMAMJJAS0ND 


1935 

Based  on  hopes  for  a  favorable  Supreme  Court  decision  on  T.V.A.,  a  sharp 
advance  occurred  in  the  light  and  power  stock  list.  ^^Electrical  World" 
index,  35.1;  last  week,  33.6.  At  the  close  of  December  high*grade  utility 
bonds  were  moderately  higher  than  in  the  preeeding  month.  ^^Electrical 
World"  index,  104.5;  November,  104.4. 


Chase  Bank  to  Sell 
United  Light  Stock 

Another  shift  in  control  of  the  $575,- 
000,000  United  Light  &  Power  Company, 
the  fourth  in  ten  years  of  a  turbulent 
market  history,  was  practically  completed 
late  this  week.  The  buyers  would  be 
American  Cities  Power  &  Light  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  Electric  Shareholdings  Corpora¬ 
tion  (dominated  by  Harrison  Williams, 
prominent  in  North  American  Company), 
Tri-Continental  Corporation  and  Selected 
Industries,  Inc.  (J.  &  W.  Seligman), 
Chicago  Corporation  (Field,  Clore  & 
Company)  and  Blue  Ridge  Corporation, 
former  Goldman-Sachs  trust  now  con¬ 
trolled  by  Tri-Continental  and  Chicago. 

The  <leal  involves  the  42  per  cent  in¬ 
terest  which  the  Chase  National  Bank 
holds  in  the  class  B,  sole  voting  stock. 
The  Chase  took  over  this  interest  as  a 
result  of  loans  to  Continental  Shares 


Corporation,  Cleveland  investment  trust 
set  up  by  Cyrus  S.  Eaton  and  associates, 
when  this  trust  failed  about  six  years 
ago.  Earlier  the  Eaton  interests  had 
gained  control  after  the  collapse  of  the 
late  Frank  T.  Huslwit’s  attempt  to 
acquire  American  Light  &  Traction  for 
United  Light.  The  Eaton  group  later 
completed  the  American  Light  &  Trac¬ 
tion  merger. 

• 

Bond  Approval  Asked 

New  York  State  Electric  &  Gas  Cor¬ 
poration,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Associated 
Gas  &  Electric  System,  has  filed  with  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  a 
registration  statement  for  the  issuance  of 
$17,500,000  of  first  mortgage  bonds,  4 
per  cent  series  due  in  1965.  Proceeds 
will  be  used  for  refunding  or  in  exchange 
for  outstanding  bonds  of  affiliates.  Al¬ 
though  the  Associated  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  refused  to  register  as  a  hold¬ 


ing  company  under  the  Public  Utility 
Act  of  1935  and  has  begun  proceedings 
to  restrain  the  S.E.C.  from  enforcement 
of  the  act.  New  York  State  Electric  has 
filed  an  application  with  the  commission 
for  exemption. 

• 

Bay  State  Companies 
Plan  to  Consolidate 

Purchase  of  Plymouth  Electric  Light 
Company  is  proposed  by  the  South¬ 
eastern  Massachusetts  Power  &  Electric 
Company  through  the  sale  of  25,280 
shares  of  its  capital  stock,  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Securities  and  Exchange  com¬ 
mission  this  week  revealed.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  Massachusetts  Utilities  Associ¬ 
ates,  a  New  England  Power  Association 
affiliate  which  owns  91.7  per  cent  of 
Southeastern’s  stock,  has  asked  the 
S.E.C.  to  allow  it  to  buy  all  or  most 
of  this  stock.  Massachusetts  Utilities 
now  owns  about  a  50  per  cent  stock  in¬ 
terest  in  Plymouth  Electric. 

Exemption  from  S.E.C,  registration  is 
asked  for  the  new  Southeastern  stock. 

• 

Outside  Bids  Required 
for  Utility  Financing 

If  public  utilities  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  want  to  sell  securities  they 
must  receive  approval  of  the  District 
Public  Utilities  Commission  in  the  future 
and,  moreover,  must  get  bids  from  at 
least  three  underwriters,  of  whom  two  or 
more  must  not  be  affiliates,  the  commis¬ 
sion  has  ruled.  The  new  rule  takes  on 
added  significance  in  the  light  of  the 
proposed  public  sale  recently  of  Wash¬ 
ington  Railway  &  Electric  Company 
stock  by  the  parent  North  .American 
Company,  a  plan  subsequently  dropped. 
(Electrical  World,  November  23. 
page  45). 

• 

British  Firm  Profits 

One  of  the  recent  favorites  on  the 
London  Stock  Exchange  has  been 
Crompton  Parkinsons,  Ltd.,  electrical  en¬ 
gineering  concern,  which  reported  profits 
of  £243,810  for  the  year  ended  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  against  £131,809  a  year  earlier; 
declared  a  stock  dividend  of  100  per 
cent,  and  indicated  the  present  dividend 
of  12^  per  cent  cash  and  7  per  cent 
stock  would  be  maintained  on  the  in¬ 
creased  capital.  The  stock  in  a  year 
rose  from  33  shillings  to  above  116. 

• 

Utilities  to  Absorb  Tax 

Public  utilities  in  Illinois  must  ab¬ 
sorb  the  state’s  3  per  cent  sales  tax 
pending  further  investigation  under  an 
order  of  the  Public  Service  Commission. 
The  companies  had  asked  to  l>e  allowed 
to  pass  the  tax  on  to  consumers. 
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N.  J.,  was  ordered  to  cease  and  desist 
from  what  the  commission  asserted  were 
misleading  representations  as  to  actual 
watt  measurements.  Day-Lite  Illuminat¬ 
ing  Corporation  of  Chicago  was  ordered 
to  show  cause  on  January  24  why  it 
should  not  be  forced  to  cease  representa¬ 
tions  alleged  to  deceive  the  public  con¬ 
cerning  performance  and  current  con¬ 
sumption. 


MABftJFACTVRING 

ANn 

MARKETS 


Political  Fears  Mar  Business  Gains 


Unfavorable 

Political  uncertainties  gain  weight. 
President’s  message  engenders  fears. 
Big  budget  deficit  again  certain. 
T.V.A.’s  expenditures  to  double. 
New  financing  still  blocked. 


Favorable 

Industry  gains  after  holidays. 
Power  output  11.2%  above  1935 
Steel  aaivity  back  above  50%. 
Car  loadings  top  year  ago. 

A. A. A.  decision  lifts  restraints. 


Oil  Burner  Sales 
Rise  53  per  Cent 


Sales  of  oil  burners  during  1935  in¬ 
creased  by  more  than  50  per  cent  over 
sales  during  1934.  According  to  sta¬ 
tistics  announced  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  covering  operations  of  manufac¬ 
turers  who  produced  about  88  per  cent 
of  the  total  value  of  the  output  of  the 
industry  reported  at  the  Census  of  Manu¬ 
factures  for  1933,  shipments  during  the 
first  11  months  comprised  153,%5  units, 
against  101,194  units  in  the  like  period 
of  1934  and  85,844  units  in  1933.  Of  the 
number  in  1935,  shipments  within  the 
United  States  amounted  to  150,018  units. 
New  orders  for  the  eleven-month  periods 
were:  in  1935,  154,516;  in  1934,  101,544; 
in  1933,  87,306. 

November  shipments,  15,912  units, 
likewise  over-topped  those  for  the  month 
in  previous  years,  the  figure  in  1934 
being  9,745  and  in  1933  6,946.  Ship- 
Actons  against  two  incandescent  lamp  ments  of  domestic  units  within  the  United 
companies  were  announced  by  the  States  during  the  month  were  7,465  with 
Federal  Trade  Commission  recently,  mechanical  draft  and  6,012  with  natural 
Lednew  Corporation  of  Jersey  City,  draft. 


G.  0.  Muhlfeld,  president  of  Stone  & 
Webster,  Inc.,  points  to  much  the  same 
situation,  stating  that  “while  utility  con¬ 
struction  may  be  limited  in  the  near 
future,  there  are  strong  forces  at  work.” 
The  immediate  problem,  he  said,  is  that 
faced  by  those  companies  which  already 
have  seen  production  rise  practically  to 
the  upper  limit  of  their  capacity,  al¬ 
though  most  of  the  industry  still  has  a 
fair  reserve. 

Among  the  projects  immediately  at 
hand  is  that  of  Virginia  Electric  &  Power. 
Stone  &  Webster  engineers  already  are 
making  preliminary  surveys  for  the 
$2,000,000  addition  to  the  Twelfth  Street 
power  station  in  Richmond. 


Expansion  Budgets 
Remain  in  Doubt 


N.E.M.A.  managing  director  cites  gains 
for  generating  equipment  during  1935 
—  Says  fact  that  dollar  volume  still  is 
low  means  future  buying  is  probable 

The  eyes  of  electrical  equipment  manu¬ 
facturers  continue  to  focus  on  utility  ex¬ 
pansion  budgets  and,  although  appli¬ 
ance  makers  generally  agree  that  the 
tide  of  returning  prosperity  will  continue 
to  rise,  the  outlook  for  generating  ap¬ 
paratus  remains  clouded. 

Pertinent  to  the  situation  are  the  sta¬ 
tistics  presented  by  W.  J.  Donald,  man¬ 
aging  director  of  N.E.M.A.  His  asso¬ 
ciation’s  index  for  major  product  groups 
(1931  equals  100)  shows  that  generat¬ 
ing  equipment  business  stood  at  only  34 
last  year,  which,  though  a  29  per  cent 
rise  over  1934,  represents  a  small  dollar 
volume  and  only  16  per  cent  of  the  1929 
volume.  Transmission  and  distribution 
equipment  rose  to  52  for  a  gain  of  20  per 
cent  over  1934,  and  wire  and  cable  to 
80,  up  30  per  cent  from  the  previous 
year. 

Commenting  on  these  figures,  Mr. 
Donald  points  out  “that  the  largest  im¬ 
provements  over  1934  were  in  genera¬ 
tion  apparatus  and  in  wire  and  cable. 
While  the  volume  increase  is  relatively 
small,  the  percentage  increase  indicates 
where  future  improvement  is  likely  to  be 
greatest. 

“The  outlook  for  equipment  for  gen¬ 
eration,  transmission  and  distribution  of 
electricity  depends  partly  on  the  actual 
effects  of  the  Public  Utility  Holding 
Company  Act  and  partly  on  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  situation,”  Mr.  Donald  con¬ 
tinues.  “The  connected  industrial  load 
>s  higher  than  at  any  predepression 
period,  and  anything  like  full  use  of  that 
connected  load  will  necessitate  substan¬ 
tial  purchases  of  transmission  and  dis¬ 
tribution  equipment,  and  many  believe 
that  in  1936  large  commitments  must 
he  made  for  generation  equipment  for 
certain  areas  of  the  country  adequate  to 
supply  the  demand  for  electricity  which 
IS  easily  discernible  within  three  years.” 


LARGEST 

TRANSFORMERS 

FOR 

LOS  ANGELES 


One  of  the  largest  single 
orders  for  transform¬ 
ers,  totaling  almost  $1,- 
000,000,  was  for  seven 
units  like  thra  one,  the 
world's  largest,  rated  at 
65,000  kva.  and  weigh¬ 
ing  116  tons.  Six  car¬ 
loads  of  oil  must  go 
along  to  fill  this  tank. 
These  transformers  will 
step  the  287,500-volt 
Boulder  power  down  to 
132,000  volts  for  the 
city's  distribution  ring. 
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Kewley  Optimistic 
on  Bulb  Business 

A  greater  public  demand  in  1936  for 
American-made  incandescent  lamps  and 
a  dwindling  acceptance  of  “cheaper” 
light  bulbs  imported  from  Japan  is  the 
prediction  made  by  J.  E.  Kewley,  vice- 
president  of  General  Electric  Company 
and  general  manager  of  that  company’s 
incandescent  lamp  department,  with 
headquarters  at  Nela  Park,  Cleveland. 

Two  outstanding  factors,  according  to 
Mr.  Kewley,  enhance  the  prospects  of 
American  lamp  manufacturers  and  a 
light-conscious  public  which  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  and  more  interested  in  a  high 
quality  of  product.  One  of  these  factors, 
he  said,  is  the  tremendous  significance 
of  a  U.  S.  Court  opinion  handed  down, 
late  in  December,  prohibiting  importers 
from  selling  Japanese  lamps  which  vio¬ 
late  General  Electric’s  Pacz  patent  cov¬ 
ering  the  process  of  producing  the  non¬ 
sag  tungsten  filaments  used  in  popular 
types  of  lamps. 

Another  favorable  factor,  he  pointed 
out,  is  the  ever-growing  interest  in  the 
nation-wide  movement  to  provide  eyes 
with  better  light  for  better  sight.  In  this 
connection  he  stated  that  the  public  is 
fast  learning  that  high-quality  lamps  of 
domestic  manufacture  are  the  most  eco¬ 
nomical  in  the  long  run. 

Hurley  Raises  Wagc^ 

Wages  of  Electric  Household  Utilities 
Company  workmen  receiving  less  than 
$200  a  month  have  been  increased  5  per 
cent  and  all  who  have  been  with  the 
company  from  two  to  ten  years  will  get 
a  week’s  vacation.  Edward  N.  Hurley, 
Jr.,  announces.  Employees  with  the  com¬ 
pany  more  than  ten  years  will  be  en- 
tith'd  to  two  weeks’  vacation. 

• 

Lincoln  Electric  Expands 

The  Lincoln  Electric  Company,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  announces  the  addition  of  a 
number  of  new  men  to  the  sales  person¬ 
nel  and  the  opening  of  two  new  offices. 
A  new  office  in  Peoria,  Ill.,  is  under  the 
direction  of  W.  I.  Miskoe,  who  was  pro¬ 
moted  from  the  Chicago  sales  force.  The 
other  new  office  is  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 


New  York  Metal  Prices 
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Valley. 


under  the  direction  of  0.  B.  Farrell. 
Lew  Hinchman  of  the  Lincoln  company 
plant  has  been  transferred  to  the  Chicago 
district  sales  office.  Paul  M.  Corp  has 
sinc«  November  1  been  located  at  the 
Milwaukee  office.  To  the  San  Francisco 
sales  personnel  has  been  added  E.  H. 
Weil,  who  became  connected  with  the 
company  in  1934. 

• 

Company  to  Expand 

Plans  for  construction  of  a  $75,000 
annex  to  its  plant  are  announced  by 
Bryant  Electric  Company,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 


Electric  Auto-Lite  Moves 
Niagara  Falls  Welding  Plant 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  the 
Niagara  Falls  arc  welding  plant  of  the 
Electric  Auto-Lite  Company  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  will  be  moved  soon  to  the  Owen- 
Dyneto  Corporation  plant  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  Owen-Dyneto  is  a  subsidiary  of 
Electric  Auto-Lite,  having  been  pur¬ 
chased  in  1934. 

Equipment  valued  at  $100,000  is  being 
moved  to  Syracuse  from  Niagara  Falls. 
It  is  expected  that  the  Syracuse  unit  will 
become  a  major  factor  in  the  company’s 
network  of  factories  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Business  has  recovered  briskly  from  the  holiday  interruption  and  points  higher, 
special  reports  to  Electrical  World  reveal. 


NEW  ENGLAND 

Steadiness  in  sales  and  considerable  ac¬ 
tivity  in  inquiries  for  industrial  electrical 
equipment  mark  the  present  trend  in  this 
district.  The  interest  in  heavy  power  equip¬ 
ment  is  increasing;  motor  sales  are  steady. 
Contracts  for  pumps  and  accessories  recently 
closed  involve  over  $5,000  for  one  manu¬ 
facturer.  A  250  kw.  electric  welder  with 
about  100  kw.  in  other  electric  heating  de¬ 
vices  for  metal  processing  has  been  sold  to 
a  radio  tube  manufacturer;  a  45  kw.  electric 
furnace  was  recently  purchased  by  a  wrench 
manufacturer. 

Domestic  electrical  appliances  are  receiv¬ 
ing  attention;  all-electric  restaurant  equip¬ 
ment,  consisting  of  refrigeration  and  cook¬ 
ing  units  amounting  to  about  $1,800,  has 
been  sold  by  a  prominent  manufacturer,  20 
kw.  in  apparatus  was  placed  in  another 
location  and  inquiries  are  active.  For  1935 
one  group  of  central  stations  reports  a  gain 
of  45  per  cent  in  electric  range  sales  and 
a  48  per  cent  increase  in  refrigerator  sales. 

Increased  buying  in  radio  sets  during  the 
past  month  is  noted  by  supply  houses;  in  the 
field  of  special  equipment  a  radio  beam 
system  costing  $17,000  to  be  installed  at  a 
Rhode  Island  airport  is  noted;  general  con¬ 
tracts  for  several  institutional  types  of 
buildings  involving  considerable  wiring  were 
recently  awarded. 

According  to  a  comprehensive  report,  prac¬ 
tically  every  industrial  center  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  made  substantial  gains  in  employment 
and  payrolls  during  the  past  year. 

PACIFIC  COAST 

With  an  average  electrical  business  in¬ 
crease  of  22  per  cent  for  1935  over  1934, 
and  conservative  budgets  for  1936  of  25  per 
cent  over  last  year,  the  Pacific  states  face 
what  is  confidently  expected  to  be  their  best 
year  since  1929.  They  share  the  national 
relief  in  gradual  governmental  retrogression 
from  business.  The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  presents  1936  quotas  totaling 
$3,500,000  for  commercial,  industrial  and 
agricultural  sales,  with  especial  emphasis 
on  dealer  co-operation. 

Christmas  business  definitely  abandoned 
the  maintenance  character  of  recent  years 
and  featured  larger  radio  and  major  appli¬ 
ances  together  with  a  practical  clean-up  of 
popular  table  devices.  Decorative  lighting 
sales  totaled  $1,000,000  on  the  Coast  with 
the  largest  increases  going  to  the  Northwest 
and  central  California. 

W^iolesalers’  annual  inventories  slightly 


exceeded  last  year’s  but  are  healthier  due  to 
the  drastic  purging  of  obsolete  material. 

CHICAGO 

So  encouraging  was  1935  business  im¬ 
provement  that  the  electrical  industry  in  the 
Middle  West  is  enthusiastically  entering  the 
New  Year.  Reports  from  architects  indicate 
a  definite  upturn  in  construction.  Most  of 
this  activity  is  in  the  residential  field,  for 
owner  occupancy,  but  plans  for  expansion 
have  been  drawn  for  a  number  of  industrial 
plants. 

Final  figures  of  the  Commonwealth  Edison 
Company  are  expected  to  show  an  increase 
in  the  sale  of  electricity  of  approximately 
4  per  cent  over  1934.  According  to  present 
indications,  the  management  expects  an  ad¬ 
ditional  gain  of  about  5  per  cent  over  1935. 
According  to  the  Electric  Association.  88 
per  cent  of  the  manufacturers  reporting  show 
an  increase  over  a  year  ago.  Electrical 
wholesalers’  net  sales  have  improved  over  a 
year  ago  by  33  per  cent.  Manufacturers  of 
lighting  equipment  have  benefitted  materially 
from  the  Better  Light-Better  Sight  activity 
and  from  new  housing  developments.  Much 
favorable  comment  has  been  heard  from  the 
wire  and  cable  group. 

Despite  the  presidential  campaigns,  with 
all  their  uncertainties,  the  outlook  for  19.36 
inspires  optimism  in  practically  every  field. 

NEW  YORK 

The  opening  week  of  the  New  Year  wit¬ 
nessed  exactly  the  type  of  rebound  in  all  the 
major  indexes  which  had  been  anticipated 
and,  with  business  manifesting  little  inclina¬ 
tion  to  be  surprised  at  the  A.A.A.  decision, 
the  outlook  continues  to  be  for  substantial, 
though  hardly  spectacular,  progress.  Steel 
production  spurted  to  above  50  per  cent, 
car  loadings  recovered  in  the  week  ended 
January  4  and  are  well  above  a  year  ago.  and 
power  output  continues  to  show  a  better  than 
11  per  cent  margin  over  early  1935. 

Business  statistics  for  193.5  emphasi/e  sev¬ 
eral  items  of  interest  to  utilities  and  elec¬ 
trical  manufacturers.  Of  the  lines  -I'tting 
all-time  records  last  year  (less  than  a  score 
in  number)  six  of  them  are  electrical — power 
output,  washing  machines,  electric  refrigera¬ 
tors.  air  conditioning,  electric  lamps  and 
radios.  Another  closely  allied  line,  nickel, 
also  hit  a  new  top,  and  copper  was  among 
the  items  showing  a  sharp  increase.  ^  acuum 
cleaner  sales  were  the  best  since  1929. 

The  copper  market  continues  fairlv  active 
with  the  price  structure  distinctly  firm. 
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Seattle  Organizes 
for  Power  Merger 

Civic  and  business  leaders  in  Seattle 
have  formed  a  committee  to  fight  for 
purchase  by  the  city  of  Puget  Sound 
Power  &  Light  Company’s  facilities  in 
the  city  and  surrounding  King  County, 
but  have  not  taken  up  the  cudgels  for  a 
deal  involving  the  entire  Puget  Sound 
Power  system.  In  announcing  the  or¬ 
ganization,  its  secretary  and  manager, 
Neal  Jones,  declared  the  group  will  de¬ 
clare  flatly  that  the  matter  must  be  kept 
out  of  politics  while  it  will  urge  a  refer¬ 
endum,  separate  from  the  primary  or 
general  election  contests,  to  get  an  uncon¬ 
fused  expression  of  public  opinion. 

Meanwhile  City  Light,  the  municipal 
company  with  which  the  private  proper¬ 
ties  would  be  merged  for  estimated  sav¬ 
ings  of  $3,500,000  yearly,  has  announced 
that  it  will  aid  the  state  authorities  in 
the  fight  recently  initiated  to  end  al¬ 
legedly  discriminatory  discounts  in  Se¬ 
attle. 

North  American  Asks 
Dismissal  of  Claim 

Dismissal  of  a  stockholder’s  suit 
against  directors  and  officers  of  the 
North  American  Company,  charging  a 
loss  of  $6,921,146  through  the  now  dis¬ 
solved  affiliate,  Edison  Securities  Cor¬ 
poration,  was  asked  by  defense  counsel 
this  week.  The  motion  to  dismiss  as¬ 
serted  the  complaint  was  vague  and 
denied  any  such  loss  occurred. 

Edison  Securities  Corporation,  the  mo¬ 
tion  pointed  out,  was  set  up  to  buy  or 
sell  shares  or  fractional  shares  delivered 
to  stockholders  under  the  stock  dividend 
plan  but  was  dissolved  about  two  years 
ago. 

Kelvinator  Meeting 

Kelvinator  has  just  wound  up  its  na¬ 
tional  sales  convention,  about  1,000  dis¬ 
tributors  attending  the  three-day  meet¬ 
ing  in  Detroit,  Predictions  were  general 
that  1936  will  produce  the  largest  volume 
in  the  company’s  history.  H.  W.  Burritt, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales,  told 
representatives  of  enlarged  plant  ca¬ 
pacity  and  new  equipment  to  meet  the 
expected  demand. 

• 

Grimmv  Outlines  Plan 

Business  of  General  Household  Utili¬ 
ties  f.-ompany  has  been  handicapped  by 
lack  of  working  capital,  but,  under  the 
plan  of  reorganization  recently  filed,  this 
^tuation  will  be  relieved,  according  to 
William  C.  Grunow,  who  has  sent  a  four- 
Page  letter  to  distributors  outlining  the 
plan. 


SALES  OPPORTUNITIES 
IN  NEW  CONSTRUCTION 

ATLANTA,  GA. — Georgia  Power  Com¬ 
pany  plans  construction  of  about  400  miles 
of  transmission  and  distribution  lines  in 
1936,  including  two  110,000-volt  lines  from 
hydro-electric  power  plant  at  Bartletts 
Ferry  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  from  Americus 
to  Tifton,  Ga.,  respectively,  totaling  15  and 
62  miles,  in  order  noted.  Also  will  rebuild 
transmission  line  from  Macon  to  Milledge- 
ville,  Gordon  and  vicinity,  about  35  miles, 
to  increase  capacity  from  66,000  to  110,000 
volts.  Considerable  part  of  program  will  be 
for  extension  in  lines  for  rural  electrifica¬ 
tion,  including  power  substation  and  service 
facilities. 

CASPER,  WYO. — Bureau  of  Reclamation, 
Denver,  Colo.,  receives  bids  until  January  20 
for  one  69,000-volt,  3-phase,  60-cycle,  600- 
amp.  oil  circuit  breaker,  and  for  six  69,000- 
volt,  400-amp.,  single-pole,  single-throw  out¬ 
door  type  disconnecting  switches  for  Casper- 
Alcova  Project,  Wyo.  (Specifications  757-D). 

QUAKERTOWN,  PA. — Receives  bids  un¬ 
til  January  15  for  one  2,(X)0-kw.,  turbo-gen¬ 
erator  unit  with  accessories,  surface 
condenser  equipment,  and  crane  for  city- 
owned  electric  power  plant.  James  Parker 
is  superintendent. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA— Iowa  Electric 
Light  &  Power  Company  plans  new  trans¬ 
mission  lines  for  rural  electrification  in  parts 
of  Cedar  and  Johnson  Counties. 

BOSTON,  MASS. — Armour  &  Company, 
Union  Stock  Y'ards,  Chicago,  Ill.,  plans  in¬ 
stallation  of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors 
and  other  equipment  in  new  branch  meat¬ 
packing  and  distributing  plant  at  Boston, 
where  site  has  been  acquired.  Cost  about 
$300  (XX). 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. — Griesedieck  Brothers 
Brewing  Company,  1920  Shenandoah  Ave¬ 
nue,  plans  new  addition  for  bottling  works, 
equipment  to  be  motor-driven.  Cost  about 
$125,000. 

DUNLAP,  ILL. — Suburban  Electric  Cor¬ 
poration  plans  about  98  miles  of  new  trans¬ 
mission  and  distribution  lines  in  parts  of 
Stark,  Peoria  and  Knox  Counties,  for  rural 
electrification,  including  power  substation 
and  service  facilities.  Fund  of  $81,500  has 
been  arranged  through  federal  aid. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— General  Purchas¬ 
ing  OflBcer,  Panama  Canal,  receives  bids  un¬ 
til  January  16  for  quantity  of  motor-starting 
switches,  toggle  switches,  disconnecting 
switches,  rubber-insulated  cable,  power  and 
lighting  type  cable,  rectifiers,  10,()00  ft.  cop¬ 
per  cable,  6,000  ft.  stranded  copper  cable 
and  other  supplies  (Schedule  3116). 

DAYTON,  OHIO — Dayton  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  authorized  new  addition  at 
Millers  Ford  steam-operated  electric  gen¬ 
erating  plant,  to  increase  capacity  by  110,000 
kw.,  work  to  start  in  1936.  Award  for  turbo¬ 
generator  unit  of  size  noted,  with  accessories, 
has  been  let  to  General  Electric  Company, 
and  contracts  for  miscellaneous  equipment 
will  be  made  in  near  future.  Extensions  will 
be  made  in  transmission  lines  and  outdoor 
switching  station.  Entire  project  will  cost 
about  $3,000,000. 

FORT  PIERCE,  FLA. — Receives  bids 
until  January  14  for  extensions  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  city-owned  power  plant,  including 
new  turbo-generator  unit  and  auxiliaries, 
condenser,  boiler  units,  pumping  machinery, 
switchboard  and  accessory  equipment.  Gil¬ 
bert  A.  Youngberg,  Lynch  Building,  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Fla.,  is  consulting  engineer. 

COSHOCTON,  OHIO — Muskingum  Fiber 
Products  Corporation,  recently  organized, 
care  of  Fred  A.  Jacobs,  Coshocton,  architect, 
plans  installation  of  motors  and  controls, 
conveyors,  power  substation  equipment,  etc.. 


in  new  strawboard  mill  on  site  near  city 
limits,  where  tract  of  70  acres  of  land  has 
been  acquired.  Cost  close  to  $1TO,000,  Work 
scheduled  to  begin  early  in  spring. 

MOBRIDGE,  S.  D.— South  Dakota  Elec¬ 
tric  Corporation,  J.  B.  Taylor,  Ipswich,  S.  D., 
secretary,  recently  organized,  has  surveys 
under  way  for  proposed  hydro-electric  gen¬ 
erating  plant  on  Missouri  River,  near  Mo- 
bridge,  to  include  transmission  and  distribu¬ 
tion  lines  for  rural  electrification  throughout 
that  district.  Cost  over  $6,(X)0.(X)0.  Pro¬ 
posed  to  arrange  federal  financing  at  later 
date.  Mead  &  Seastone,  115  South  Carroll 
Street,  Madison,  Wis.,  are  consulting  en¬ 
gineers,  in  charge  of  surveys. 

DETROIT,  MICH.— Plans  extensions  and 
improvements  in  city-owned  electrical  dis¬ 
tribution  system,  including  new  lines  in 
isolated  districts.  Cost  $818,000,  of  which 
about  $283,000  will  be  secured  through  fed¬ 
eral  aid  and  remainder  provided  by  munici- 
pality.  ,  . 

JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.— Will  take  bids 
at  once,  closing  about  middle  of  January, 
for  new  transmission  line  between  power 
substations  on  Laura  Street  and  MacDuff 
Avenue,  respectively.  Cost  about  $170,000. 
Financing  is  being  arranged.  Taylor  En¬ 
gineering  Company,  Jacksonville,  is  engineer. 

NEW  YORK.  N.  Y.— Triborough  Bridge 
Authority,  111  Eighth  Avenue,  Paul  Loeser, 
director,  receives  bids  until  January  23  for 
lighting  system  for  triborough  bridge  con¬ 
necting  Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Queens 
Boroughs. 

GERING.  NEB.— Gering  Valley  Rural 
Public  Power  District,  L.  H.  Sloan,  Gering, 
vice-president,  has  plans  maturing  for  pro¬ 
posed  rural  electrification  project,  previously 
referred  to  in  these  columns,  and  has  asked 
State  permission  to  proceed  with  program. 
About  68  miles  of  transmission  and  distri¬ 
bution  lines  will  be  built,  with  service  fa¬ 
cilities.  Fund  of  $97,(XX)  has  been  arranged. 

ROCK  RAPIDS,  IOWA— Plans  early 
special  election  to  approve  bonds  for  about 
$2(X),{XX)  for  new  city-owned  electric  light 
and  power  plant,  and  distributing  system. 
Proposed  to  carry  out  project  without  federal 
aid.  Black  &  Veatch,  4706  Broadway,  Kansas 
City.  Mo.,  are  consulting  engineers. 

CORNING.  N.  Y.— Coming  Glass  Works 
plans  installation  of  motors  and  controls, 
conveyors,  etc.,  in  new  plant  addition  for 
manufacture  of  fibrous  glass  products.  Cost 
over  $100,000. 

Electrical  Contract  Awards 

McPherson,  Kan.,  has  awarded  contract  to 
R.  H.  Bouligny,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  for  con¬ 
struction  of  city-owned  transmission  line,  at 
$54,458.  Award  for  transformers  has  been 
made  to  Line  Material  Company,  Kansas 
Cty,  Mo.,  at  $16,160.  Bums  &  McDonnell 
Engineering  Company,  Kansas  City,  is  con¬ 
sulting  engineers  for  municipality. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  has  awarded  contract 
to  General  Electric  Company  for  seven 
transformers  and  accessories  for  power  sub¬ 
station  service.  Also  to  V.  M.  Nussbaum  & 
Company,  Fort  Wayne,  for  switchgear. 

Alameda,  Calif.,  has  let  contract  to  Ken¬ 
ney  Brothers,  7  Front  Street,  San  Francisco, 
for  regulating  and  switching  equipment  for 
new  power  substation  at  Eagle  and  Grand 
Avenues,  at  $96,287 ;  same  company  has 
secured  award  for  cable  and  wiring  installa¬ 
tion,  and  accessory  work,  at  $56,343. 
Contract  for  transformers  has  been  placed 
with  Moloney  Electric  Company,  Rialto 
Building,  San  Francisco. 

Leonard,  Tex.,  has  let  contract  to  Fair¬ 
banks,  Morse  &  Company,  Chicago,  Ill., 
for  equipment  for  city-owned  electric  power 
plant,  at  $73,000,  contingent  on  outcome  of 
forthcoming  election  to  approve  financing 
for  project. 


ELECTRICAL  WORLD  ♦  JANUARY  11,  1936 


(189)  11 


only  from  the  old  Harrison  Street  sta¬ 
tion  of  the  Chicago  Edison  Company  at 
the  Chicago  River  to  the  27th  Street 
station,  in  it  was  first  applied  the  prin¬ 
ciple  underlying  all  the  great  super¬ 
power  systems  of  the  world,  A  past- 
president  of  the  A.I.E.E.  Mr.  Ferguson 
has  been  an  officer  in  many  trade  and 
generating  stations  in  1921  and  assistant  technical  societies, 
to  Mr.  Abbott  in  1933.  Mr.  Bailey  is  Gardner  Howland  has  been  appointed 
widely  known  in  his  field  through  his  manager  of  merchandise  sales.  The 

activity  in  professional  and  industry  as-  position  of  general  manager  of  the 

sociations.  He  served  on  many  N.E.L.A.  Electric  Shop  has  been  abolished.  In 

committees  and  is  active  in  the  technical  his  new  capacity  Mr.  Howland  will  have 

work  of  E.E.I.  He  became  this  year  a  supervision  over  the  Electric  Shop,  ap- 

pliance  field  sales  and  wholesale  nier- 
chandise  sales  department.  He  reports 
to  Vice-President  E.  W.  Lloyd.  Mr. 
Lloyd’s  title  has  been  changed  from 
vice-president  in  charge  of  electric  light 
and  power  to  vice-president  in  charge  of 
jr’  sales.  In  addition  to  the  departments 

formerly  under  his  jurisdiction  he  now 
A  k  has  charge  of  all  merchandise  sales  of 

company. 


ME^ 

OF  TBE 
INDUSTRY 


Chicago  Edison  Executives 
Assume  New  Duties 

Harry  B.  Gear  and  A.  G.  DeClercq, 
who  were  recently  elected  vice-presidents 
of  the  Commonwealth  Edison  Company 
(Electrical  World,  January  4,  page 
112),  are  both  veterans  in  the  service  of 
the  Chicago  utility. 

Mr,  Gear,  who  becomes  vice-president 
in  charge  of  operating  and  engineering, 
graduated  with  an  A.B.  degree  from 
Marietta  College  in  1892  and  from 
('ornell  University  in  M.E.  in  1895.  In 
that  year  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
company  as  an  electrical  inspector,  be¬ 
coming  chief  inspector  in  1900.  He 
was  appointed  engineer  of  distribution 
in  1911  and  assistant  to  the  vice- 
president  in  1921.  Mr.  Gear,  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  Paul  S.  Williams,  wrote 
one  of  the  earliest  works  on  electrical 
distribution  which  has  now  become  a 


Potter  to  Head 
Eugiiieeriug  Coiiucil 

A.  (i.  DeCU-rcq  Potter,  dean  of  schools  of 

engineering,  Purdue  University,  has  been 
vice-president  of  the  American  Society  unanimously  nominated  as  president  of 
<»f  Mechanical  Engineers,  having  just  American  Engineering  Council  for  1936- 
completed  a  term  on  the  board  of  man- 

Mr.  Abbott's  service  with  the  Com-  ^ 

mon wealth  and  predecessor  companies 
dates  back  to  1885.  When  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  generation  of  electricity 
in  Chicago  the  total  load  for  the  city 
was  only  6,000  kw.,  or  less  than  twice 
the  load  of  the  Merchandise  Mart,  the 
largest  single  building  now  served  by 
the  company.  Mr.  Abbott  was  one  of 
the  first  to  adopt  central  Illinois  coals 
for  power  generation  and  he  took  a 

leading  part  in  the  early  development  of  ^ 

automatic  stokers  for  the  burning  of  this  ■  '  a.  a,  roior 

grade  of  coal. 

In  1896,  after  eight  years  in  the  o-?  .  j  i  t-  ^  i  r  v 

^  '  37,  to  succeed  J.  I.  Coleman  of  Ae\\ 

Orleans.  Dean  Potter  took  office  at 

the  annual  meeting  of  the  council  held 

'  January  9-11,  when  representatives  of 

^  national,  state  and  local  engineering 

societies  convened  in  Washington. 

Dean  Potter  is  a  past-president  of  tlu* 
laK  .\merican  Society  of  Mechanical  En- 

gineers,  the  Society  for  the  Promotion 
of  Engineering  Education,  the  Indiana 
Engineering  Society  and  the  Kansas  En- 
gineering  Society.  Since  1920  he  has 
served  as  dean  of  the  schools  of  enginecr- 
^l‘*'^^tor  of  the  engineering  exfur;- 
ment  station  and  professor  of  power 
ig  at  Purdue.  He  is  the  author 
ooks  and  numerous  technical 
lublished  in  engineering  and 
magazines.  His  record  in- 
ominent  consulting  work  with 


classic  in  its  field.  He  is  also  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  Standard  Handbook  for 
Electrical  Engineers.  Mr.  Gear  is  a  fel¬ 
low  and  has  served  on  many  important 
committees  of  the  American  Institute  of 
E'lectrical  Engineers. 

Mr.  DeClercq,  now  vice-president  in 
charge  of  service  and  construction,  en¬ 
tered  the  testing  department  of  the 
company  in  1899,  meanwhile  continuing 
bis  studies  at  Lewis  Institute.  He  be¬ 
came  successively  job  foreman,  district 
foreman  and  assistant  superintendent, 
su|H‘rvisor  of  electrical  construction.  In 
1917  he  was  made  head  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  department  and  in  1933  general 
service  manager. 

.\fter  graduation  from  Lewis  Insti¬ 
tute  in  1903,  A,  D.  Bailey,  who  succeeds 
W.  L.  Abbott  as  chief  operating  engi¬ 
neer,  got  a  job  with  the  Public  Service 
Company  of  Northern  Illinois  as  a 
draughtsman.  Within  the  year  he  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Edison  Company  draught¬ 
ing  room.  He  became  superintendent  of 


Miigitt 

studio 


ELECTRICAL  WORLD  ♦  JANUARY  11,  1936 


12  (190) 


t  . 


L.  E.  Griffith  Promoted 
by  Riley  Stoker  Corporation 

L.  E.  Griffith  has  been  appointed 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Riley  Stoker  Corporation,  Worcester, 
Mass.  Mr.  Griffith’s  extensive  experi¬ 
ence  and  broad  knowledge  of  the  power 
plant  industry  admirably  qualify  him 
for  this  new  position. 

After  graduating  from  Lafayette  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1912,  Mr.  Griffith  became  con¬ 
struction  engineer  with  the  Thompson- 
Starrett  Company  at  Chicago  and  New 

L.  E.  Orimth 

York;  superintendent  of  the  Central 
Metal  Products  Company  of  Canton, 
Ohio;  construction  engineer  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Seamless  Tube  Company  of 
Beaver  Falls  and  production  engineer 
of  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Company. 

At  the  time  of  the  purchase  by  the 
Riley  Stoker  Corporation  of  the  United 
Machine  &  Manufacturing  Company  Mr. 
Griffith  was  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  that  company.  With  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  these  two  companies  he 
became  manager  of  the  New  York  office 
of  the  Riley  Stoker  Corporation  in  1924. 
In  1928  he  was  appointed  sales  manager 
of  the  corporation  and  in  1929  was 
elected  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

^  Harold  S.  Sutton  has  been  appointed 
executive  assistant  to  the  chairman  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Consolidated 
Gas  Company  of  New  York.  He  has 
resigned  as  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Niagara  Hudson  Power  Corporation  to 
take  up  his  new  duties. 

^Howard  J.  Shartle  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  general  sales  manager  of 
General  Household  Utilities  Company, 
manufacturers  of  Grunow  radios  and 
refrigerators.  Otto  H.  Bowman  has 
been  named  assistant  sales  manager. 

^  ED^^  ARD  H.  Coe,  who  has  been  vice- 
President  and  general  manager  of  the 
Central  Arizona  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany,  Phoenix,  since  1925,  has  been 
elected  president  to  succeed  Howard  L. 
Aller,  recently  elected  president  of  the 
American  Power  &  Light  Company.  A. 


F.  Morairty,  who  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  assistant  general  manager,  was 
elected  vice-president. 

►  J.  E.  N.  Hume,  assistant  manager  of 
the  General  Electric  Company’s  indus¬ 
trial  department,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  department,  succeeding 
the  late  W.  W.  Miller.  Mr.  Hume  had 
been  assistant  manager  for  six  years 
and  in  that  capacity  was  responsible 
for  general  sales  direction,  policies, 
prices,  consignments  and  similar  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  department. 

OBITUARY 

B.  E.  Morrow 

Bryce  E.  Morrow,  chief  engineer  and 
manager  of  production.  Consumers 
Power  Company,  died,  of  a  heart  attack, 
January  4  at  his  home  in  Jackson,  Mich. 
Mr.  Morrow  had  not  been  well  for  some 
time,  but  had  not  relaxed  in  his  work 
and  was  apparently  his  usual  self  in  his 
office  the  day  before  his  death.  During 
the  period  of  his  connection  with  it  the 
system  built  up  by  the  Foote  and  Hod- 
enpyl-Hardy  interests  and  merged  in 
1915  in  the  Consumers  Power  Company 
has  developed  greatly.  When  Mr.  Mor¬ 
row  came  to  Michigan,  November  29, 
1915,  he  found  an  integrated  system  with 
94,700  kw.  rated  generating  capacity. 
At  the  present  time  the  capacity  is  403,- 


560  kw.,  more  than  four  times  what  it 
was  in  1915. 

Prior  to  his  connection  with  Consumers 
Power  Company  Mr.  Morrow  had  an  in¬ 
teresting  career.  Born  in  Ireland,  he 
came  to  this  country  as  a  small  boy.  In 
1888  he  entered  the  Edison  Machine 
Works,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  starting  as 
an  errand  boy,  later  being  transferred 
to  the  testing  department.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  expert  department  of 
the  company  doing  special  work  on  con¬ 
struction  for  the  Edison  General  Electric 
Company. 

He  personally  assisted  Thomas  Edison 
in  the  development  of  an  electric  rail¬ 
way  for  use  in  and  around  the  factory 
and  assisted  Mr.  Edison  and  Dr.  A.  E. 
Kennelly  in  the  tests  of  the  first  alter¬ 


nating-current  generator  built  by  the 
Edison  Works.  By  reason  of  this  early 
connection  with  Mr.  Edison  he  was  made 
an  associate  member  of  the  Edison 
Pioneers  in  1921. 

In  1902  Mr.  Morrow  resigned  from 
the  General  Electric  Company  to  take 
over  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Hud¬ 
son  River  Power  Transmission  Com¬ 
pany  and  remained  with  this  organization 
until  1912.  From  1912  until  1915  he 
was  chief  engineer  of  the  Utilities  Mu¬ 
tual  Insurance  Company.  In  1915  he 
became  affiliated  with  the  Consumers 
Power  Company,  as  manager  of  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  transmission  department.  In 
1929  he  was  appointed  chief  engineer 
and  manager  of  the  production,  transmis¬ 
sion  and  construction  departments.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  twenty-year  period  Mr.  Morrow 
had  been  in  charge  of  and  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  operation  of  the  entire 
generation  and  transmission  system  of 
the  company.  He  was  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  En¬ 
gineers. 

• 

►  Jonathan  E.  Woodbridge,  widely 
known  Pacific  Coast  consulting  engi¬ 
neer,  died  in  a  hospital  at  San  Mateo, 
Calif.,  December  23,  after  an  illness  of 
five  weeks.  A  native  of  Duluth,  Minn., 
he  went  to  the  Coast  from  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  in  1910.  Mr.  Woodbridge  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology.  From  1897  to  1900  he 
was  editor  of  Electrical  World.  Fol¬ 
lowing  that  he  was  assistant  to  .  B. 
Potter,  chief  of  the  railway  engineering 
department  of  the  General  Electric 
Company.  He  transferred  his  interests 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  when  he  was  se¬ 
lected  to  direct  the  business  of  Ford, 
Bacon  &  Davis  in  that  territory.  Be¬ 
tween  1910  and  1933  he  served  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  Sierra  &  San  Francisco 
Power  Company  and  as  consulting  en¬ 
gineer  for  the  Market  Street  Railway 
Company.  He  was  a  past-president  of 
the  Engineers’  Club  of  San  Francisco. 

►  Arthur  Willis  Walker,  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Walker  &  Pratt 
Manufacturing  Company,  Boston,  and 
understood  to  be  the  second  stove  maker 
in  the  country  to  undertake  electric  range 
production,  died  at  his  home  in  Malden, 
Mass.,  January  4.  He  was  born  in  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1861,  educated  in  electrical  engi¬ 
neering  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  and  was  associated  with  the 
company  throughout  his  business  career. 
He  was  senior  past-president  of  the 
American  Foundrymen’s  Association  and 
a  past-president  of  the  New  England 
Stove  Manufacturers’  Association.  He 
brought  into  electric  range  manufactur¬ 
ing  the  fundamental  viewpoint  of  a 
producer  of  home-cooking  equipment  of 
varied  design  and  application  and  was 
regarded  as  a  substantial  contributor  to 
the  progress  of  domestic  engineering. 
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Recent  Rate  Changes 

Illinois  Power  &  Light  Corporation’s  appli¬ 
cation,  filed  some  time  ago,  seeking  a  rate 
increase  has  been  withdrawn  and  announce¬ 
ment  has  been  made  that  the  company  will 
file  a  new  schedule  reducing  some  of  the 
rates,  including  those  for  domestic  consump¬ 
tion.  The  company  had  asked  the  Illinois 
Commerce  Commission  to  approve  the  in¬ 
crease  to  compensate  the  power  company 
for  added  expenses  caused  by  the  state’s 
sales  tax. 

• 

Eastern  Shore  Public  Service  Company 
has  announced  a  reduction  in  electric  rates 
throughout  its  interconnected  system  in 
Maryland  and  Delaware  amounting  to  ap¬ 
proximately  $115,000  a  year.  The  cut  will 
be  effective  after  the  meter  readings  in 
January.  The  reduction  to  Maryland  users, 
it  was  slated,  will  amount  to  about  $78,500 
a  year.  In  a  statement  issued  in  connection 
with  the  reduction  by  F.  W.  C.  Webb,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  the  company,  he  said 
that,  in  addition  to  the  savings  the  new 
rates  will  give  domestic  and  commercial  cus¬ 
tomers,  other  changes  which  will  be  brought 
about  include  the  adoption  of  a  straight 
block  rate  for  domestic  consumers  regard¬ 
less  of  the  number  of  rooms  in  the  cus¬ 
tomer’s  dwelling  and  the  discontinuance, 
except  in  a  few  instances,  of  the  room-rating 
method  of  determining  the  number  of  kilo¬ 
watt-hours  in  the  blocks;  the  limitation  of 
the  number  of  kilowatt-hours  in  the  first 
block  of  the  rate  for  commercial  establish¬ 
ments,  and  the  elimination  of  all  seasonal 
lighting  schedules  and  all  optional  sched¬ 
ules  for  domestic  lighting,  refrigeration  and 
cooking. 

• 

Oklahoma  Cas  &  Electric  Company  has 
been  ordered  by  the  Arkansas  Department 
of  Public  Utilities  to  put  into  effect  Janu¬ 
ary  15  immediate  and  objective  rate  sched¬ 
ules  in  Fort  Smith,  Van  Buren  and  other 
western  Arkansas  cities  and  towns.  Bills  of 
approximately  2,100  customers  will  be  in¬ 
creased  slightly  through  elimination  of  the 
50-cent  minimum  charge  and  substitution  of 
a  $1  minimum  charge,  with  a  lower  kilo¬ 
watt-hour  rate  on  energy  in  excess  of  11 
kw.-hr.,  in  Fort  Smith,  South  Fort  Smith  and 
Van  Buren.  The  minimum  rate  in  other 
towns  in  the  area  will  be  $1  for  the  first  7 
kw.-hr.  The  order  said  that  the  new  pro¬ 
gram  does  not  contemplate  any  immediate 
or  objective  changes  in  schedules  of  rural 
customers  because  the  company  recently 
modified  and  reduced  its  rural  rates.  Mayor 
Tom  English  of  Van  Buren  opposed  the  new 
plan.  The  Fort  Smith  City  Commission  re¬ 
cently  rejected  the  rate  schedule  as  outlined 
by  the  utility  company,  but  the  commission 
ordered  the  rates  to  become  effective  as  of 
January  15. 

• 

Kansas  Power  &  Light  Company  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  reduction  in  electric  rates,  effec¬ 
tive  January  15.  for  the  city  of  Topeka.  This 
will  be  the  fifth  reduction  for  that  city  since 
1928.  Since  the  first  reduction  Topeka  rates 
have  been  lowered  approximately  35  per 
cent,  the  company  asserts. 

• 

Maryland  Public  Service  Commission  has 
been  restrained  by  a  court  decision  from 
enforcing  an  order  in  which  the  commis¬ 
sion  required  the  Conowingo  Power  Com¬ 
pany  to  put  a  rate  reduction  into  effect 
which  would  amount  to  approximately  $45.- 
000  a  year.  Judge  Joseph  N.  Ulman  in 
Circuit  Court,  Baltimore,  handed  down  the 
decision. 


Union  Cas  &  Electric  Company  has  been 
ordered  by  the  Ohio  Public  Utilities  Com¬ 
mission  to  reduce  power  rates  for  rural  con¬ 
sumers  in  Hamilton,  Butler,  Clermont,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Preble  and  Warren  Counties  $31,629 
annually.  The  company  was  given  30  days 
in  which  to  protest  the  decision. 

• 

Wheeling  Electric  Company  has  been  or¬ 
dered  by  the  West  Virginia  Public  Service 
Commission  to  cut  rates  charged  at  Wheel¬ 
ing,  Benwood,  McMechen,  Moundsville, 
Glendale  and  West  Liberty.  The  commis¬ 
sion  stated  that  the  rates,  which  go  into 
effect  February  1,  will  result  in  a  saving 
of  $195,000  a  year  to  the  company’s  con¬ 
sumers. 

• 

Nebraska  Railway  Commission,  for  the 
first  time  in  its  history,  held  that  it  has  the 
power  to  fix  rates  for  electric  energy  sup¬ 
plied  by  municipal  power  plants,  and  then 
proceeded  to  fix  rates  for  rural  consumers 
of  power  supplied  by  the  plant  owned  by 
the  village  of  Salem.  Public  power  advo¬ 
cates  immediately  served  notice  they  will 
fight  the  extension  of  the  commission’s 
power. 

• 

With  the  Municipals 

AURORA,  IND.  —  Public  Service  Com¬ 
pany  of  Indiana  has  lost  the  first  round  of 
a  court  battle  to  block  acquisition  of  its  elec¬ 
tric  and  gas  plants  by  the  city,  which  pro¬ 
poses  to  operate  them  as  municipal  plants. 
Judge  William  D.  Ricketts,  in  Circuit  Court, 
sustained  a  demurrer  filed  by  the  city  to  the 
company’s  suit  attacking  legality  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  at  which  voters  balloted  in  favor  of 
taking  over  the  utilities. 

WABASH,  IND. — Special  Judge  Harold 
Vanderveer,  upholding  the  city’s  preliminary 
procedure  in  the  establishing  of  a  munic¬ 
ipal  electric  plant,  has  ruled  that  the  city 
need  not  pay  severance  damages  to  the 
Northern  Indiana  Power  Company  in  the 
event  the  municipal  plant  is  established.  In 
the  action,  held  under  advisement  more  than 
seven  months,  the  court  held  that  the 
original  petition  asking  a  municipal  plant 
was  legal;  that  time  warrants  issued  by 
the  city  to  pay  the  United  Management  & 
Engineering  Company  of  Indianapolis  was 
legal;  that  the  contract  between  the  city 
and  company  in  regard  to  a  survey  of  the 
probable  cost  of  establishing  the  plant  was 
legal;  that  the  city,  in  delaying  payment 
of  the  warrants  until  decision  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  case,  was  legal.  The  court  approved 
City  Council’s  action  in  ordering  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  probable  costs  of  establishing  the 
plant  before  holding  a  referendum  of  voters 
on  the  entire  project. 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. — Proposed  new  munic¬ 
ipal  electric  light  plant  was  abandoned  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 
Alderman  A.  J.  Mariani  stated  that  the 
plant  would  be  too  costly  to  the  taxpay¬ 
ers.  They  would  also  be  deprived  of  the 
large  revenue  now  received  from  the  taxa¬ 
tion  of  the  established  power  plant.  North¬ 
ern  New  York  Utilities,  Inc.,  now  serves 
the  city.  The  new  municipal  plant  would 
cost  $1,000,000. 

SANDUSKY,  OHIO— Ohio  Public  Service 
Company  has  applied  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  restrain  the 
P.W.A.  from  making  an  outright  gift  of 
$400,000  and  lending  $1,000,000  more  to 
the  city  for  the  construction  of  a  municipal 
lighting  plant.  Justice  Jennings  Bailey 
signed  a  rule  returnable  January  13  direct¬ 
ing  the  P.W.A.  to  show  cause  why  the 
injunction  should  not  be  issued.  In  its  peti¬ 


tion  the  utility  company  maintained  that 
it  has  a  perpetual  franchise,  which  it  values 
at  more  than  $1,000,000,  to  serve  the  city 
with  electric  energy. 

CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.— Setting  out 
five  reasons  why  it  contends  the  state  and 
not  federal  courts  should  rule  on  the  valid¬ 
ity  of  the  Tennessee  Electric  Power  Com¬ 
pany’s  franchise,  a  motion  to  remand  the 
case  of  the  city  against  the  power  com¬ 
pany  to  Chancery  Court  has  been  filed  by 
public  power  board  attorneys  in  the  United 
States  District  Court  in  Chattanooga.  The 
main  charges  of  the  motion  were  that  the  suit 
was  not  one  that  could  have  been  brought 
originally  in  the  federal  court  and  that  the 
federal  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  render 
a  decree  under  the  declaratory  judgment 
action  of  a  state,  under  which  statute  the 
suit  was  filed.  The  suit  was  originally  filed 
in  the  Hamilton  County  Chancery  Court  by 
the  public  power  attorneys,  charging  that 
the  franchise  under  which  the  power  com¬ 
pany  is  now  operating  expired  in  1926. 
Attorneys  for  the  power  company  filed  the 
motion  to  remand  the  case  to  the  federal 
court.  Chancellor  Foust  gave  the  permis¬ 
sion  to  transfer  the  litigation  to  the  federal 
court  (Electrical  World,' January  4,  page 
124). 

WICHITA  FALLS.  TEX— City  council 
has  ordered  a  second  election  to  be  held 
February  8  to  vote  on  the  proposal  to 
accept  the  P.W.A.  loan  of  $1,260,()(X)  and 
a  grant  of  $490,()(X)  for  the  construction 
of  a  municipal  electric  light  and  power 
plant  and  to  pledge  the  revenues  of  the 
plant  as  security  for  the  government  loan. 
It  had  been  originally  proposed  that  the 
revenues  of  the  municipal  water  supply  sys¬ 
tem  also  be  pledged  as  security  for  the 
loan,  but  information  was  received  from 
the  P.W.A.  that  this  additional  guarantee 
would  not  be  necessary.  At  an  election  held 
recently  a  proposed  bond  issue  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  municipal  electric  light  and 
power  plant  was  defeated  (Electrical 
World,  January  4,  page  124).  Should  the 
election  on  February  8  result  favorably  the 
city  will  issue  electric  light  and  power  rev¬ 
enue  bonds  payable  over  a  20-year  period. 

DANVILLE,  V’A. — Judge  Turner  Clement 
in  Chatham  has  sustained  the  right  of 
the  city  to  condemn  lands  needed  in  Patrick 
County  for  its  $2,750,0(X)  municipal  hydro¬ 
electric  project  to  be  built  under  P.W.A.  The 
decision  was  reached  in  the  case  of  Harry 
Light,  who  resisted  the  condemnation  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  also  questioned  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  P.W.A.  grant.  Judge  Cle¬ 
ment,  in  sustaining  the  city’s  right,  named 
a  commission  to  appraise  Mr.  Light’s  land. 
Judge  Clement  held  that  he  did  not  have 
jurisdiction  to  pass  upon  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  P.W.A.  grant. 

WASHINGTON — At  the  general  election 
in  1936  Stevens  County  will  vote  on  the 
creation  of  a  county-wide  public  utility  dis¬ 
trict.  The  commissioners  passed  a  re>iolu- 
tion  to  this  effect  after  receiving  a  petition 
formulated  through  the  grange  signed  by 
1,1(X)  names.  The  district  would  be  created 
under  the  Grange  power  bill.  Pend  Oreille 
County  will  have  a  similar  power  district 
proposal  on  its  general  election  ballot  next 
fall. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — Further  report on 
the  city’s  survey  toward  proposed  purchase 
of  the  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany’s  system  are  being  considered  by  City 
Council.  New  data,  prepared  by  City  Light 
Superintendent  J.  D.  Ross,  states  that  the 
depreciated  value  of  the  power  company  s 
properties  in  western  Washington  and  Rock 
Island  near  Wenatchee  is  $97,095,531.  acainst 
a  book  value  of  $118,435,388  set  liy  the 
company.  Superintendent  Ross  is  asking  the 
purchase  by  (iity  Light  of  all  the  company  s 
properties  in  Seattle  and  King  County,  and 
its  White  River  plant  in  Pierre  County. 
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